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SCHOOL: REDEFINED 
 

ARTSWEST MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The mission of ArtsWest School is to redefine the educational experience.  We 
nurture the creative confidence of our students, empowering each child to excel 
both academically and artistically, providing them opportunities to lead and to 
serve. 
 

BELIEF STATEMENTS 
 
We believe all students can master the learning competencies in each class 
at a high level when the following conditions define the school environment: 

 
o An excellent, highly qualified staff 
o Teachers of the arts who are practicing professionals in their 

fields 
o Transparent, efficient procedures 
o An environment marked by acceptance, kindness, trust, and 

safety. 
o Frequent staff opportunities for relevant professional development 

and collaboration 
o Small class sizes (maximum 12 students in academic classes) 
o Harkness Table methodology in academic classes: in depth 

discussions addressing the essential questions formulated by 
Gardner: identifying truth, beauty, goodness. 

o Each teacher incorporates the following goals for student learning 
into their practice: 
� Active participant in learning 
� Self appraisal and reflection 
� Application of knowledge and skills 
� Sense of ownership and pride in classroom accomplishments 

o Collaboration and shared units among arts and academic 
teachers. 

o Weekly assemblies at which students and professionals perform, 
outside speakers share their expertise, student business is 
conducted, and a variety of student accomplishments and 
personal achievements are celebrated. 

o Opportunities for students to perform, display, or exhibit their work 
in competitive settings, galleries, professional publications, etc. 

o Assessment practices allow all students to demonstrate their 
learning in a variety of ways: 
� Multiple Intelligences theory underlies modes of assessment 
� Multiple opportunities to be successful 
� Choices of types of assessment 
� Reflection 
� Performance Assessments, Portfolios 
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� Standards/Rubrics 
� Tests on content 
� The school’s grading practices reflect these assessment 

principles and offer the maximum opportunity for students to be 
successful. 

 
We believe that the policies and practices of the school should enhance the 
opportunities for students to achieve mastery of the competencies we have 
identified as essential. The following exemplify these practices:   
 
Grading Practices 
 
It is the policy of ARTSWEST SCHOOL that a student must earn a grade of C or 
higher in a class to earn credit. Furthermore, the grade is not an average of 
grades that are above and below a C on assignments, tests, performances and 
other assessments. Rather a student must receive a C or better on all of these, 
and no assignments may be omitted. To achieve this goal, students must be 
given multiple opportunities to achieve a satisfactory level of performance (a 
grade of C or 70%) and to turn in work late. Each teacher may make appropriate 
adjustments to grades for late work. We consider this the highest form of 
accountability—a student may not turn in less than satisfactory work or omit 
learning important skills or information. It is our goal to help our students achieve 
all of the standards without the ‘holes’ in their knowledge that have traditionally 
resulted from the practice of allowing shoddy or missed work.  
 
Students who do not meet these standards will receive either an Incomplete or 
an NC (no credit) on their report cards. In neither case does a student receive 
credit. An Incomplete may be changed to a passing grade and credit if a student 
completes or revises work in a timely manner per a contract signed by the 
teacher, student, and parent. In no instance may that time exceed the end of the 
next term or graduation for a graduating senior. If a student receives an NC on a 
required class, the class must be repeated. 
  
Curriculum 
 
The curriculum at ARTSWEST SCHOOL will reflect or exceed minimum state 
standards for Grades 6 -12 in English, Speech, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, World Languages, Health and Physical Education. Graduation 
requirements in Mathematics and Science are adjusted for escalating state 
standards in those areas by grade level. In addition, students are required to 
complete a Senior Project. Elective offerings in the areas listed above will also be 
available. The focus of other elective offerings will be in the arts: classical and 
contemporary instrumental and vocal music, visual arts, dance, drama, media 
arts, and creative writing. Electives not covered by the areas listed above will be 
offered in response to student demand. 
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Opportunities for College Credit 
 
The school will develop opportunities for students to earn concurrent college 
credit while enrolled at ARTSWEST SCHOOL. Currently we have been approved 
for American Government, United States History, English 101 and Biology with 
BSU. Additionally, students can receive coaching for AP exams in English and 
Calculus. Calculus is approved with the College Board to be offered as an 
Advanced Placement class. Additional opportunities will continue to be sought. 
  
Senior Project 
 
Each senior will be required to complete a senior project in order to graduate 
from the ARTSWEST SCHOOL. The content of the Senior Project will be the 
student’s choice with approval of the senior project coordinator and parent. 
Specifications for the senior project are outlined in the Senior Project Guide. 
Students will present their project at a public exhibition in April of their senior 
year. . 
  
Student Led Parent Conferences 
 
At the end of the first and third quarters, students do not attend school on the 
regular school schedule. Instead, students and parents make an appointment to 
come to school for a one to two hour period during which they will visit each class 
for a conference. During the conference the student shows the parent key work 
from the class, usually showing earlier work and pointing out weaknesses and 
then showing later work that demonstrates the student’s growth and 
development. The teacher is present at each conference and will occasionally 
add comments and answer questions directed at the teacher. The parent may 
also address questions to the student. In addition, the student has a paper 
showing strengths and weaknesses and goals for the future. The student will be 
asked to provide a written response on a form provided. This is an application of 
our belief that all students should become self-directed learners who are 
reflective about their growth and practice and use this reflection to set goals for 
further growth. See the professional development handouts on student led parent 
conferences.  
 
Service Learning 
 
Service learning: each year students will be required to complete a prescribed 
number of hours performing service learning, either through opportunities 
integrated into academic or arts classes or those obtained and publicized by the 
service learning coordinators. Students will maintain a notebook and journal 
recording and reflecting upon these experiences. Examples of service learning 
projects this year are working at the salmon days, assisting with fish prints and at 
the hatchery; performing at the Veteran’s Home, performing at the Wishing Star 
Foundation function.  Students have been trained to do service teaching with kids 
in care through the Department of Health and Welfare. ARTSWEST SCHOOL 
students are providing free music, art, dance and acting lessons and tutoring in 
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reading, math, English, social studies and whatever other areas in which 
students need assistance.  
 
OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM WALLS 
 
One of our beliefs is that valuable, applied learning takes place outside the 
conventional classroom. We seek opportunities to provide frequent and rich 
experiences for our students in both academic and arts classes.  

 
• Science classes make use of nearby environments for field studies and 

participate in several environmental projects.  
• The Senior English Seminar held intensive discussions of literature in a 

coffee house setting 4 times during the semester, for a little taste of the 
college environment. Freshmen and seniors submitted poetry and 
essays in a national writing competition with many accepted for 
publication and one winning a monetary award.  

• Creative Writing students participate in Poetry Slams in the community. 
This year ArtsWest students sponsored a poetry slam at the school for 
the whole Treasure Valley. 

• Art, photography, and media arts students have taken field trips to 
different physical locations for inspiration and sources of material and 
to exhibits and museums. Several student exhibitions in outside 
venues were held this year; students participated in several art 
competitions. 

• Spanish students have taken field trips to Mexican restaurants to 
practice their language skills with native speakers and have written 
children’s books in Spanish that they shared with children in a Spanish 
immersion program.  

• Music students have traveled extensively to perform and to be 
adjudicated by professionals: Boise State University Vocal Jazz 
Festival, Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival, BYU Idaho jazz Festival, Choir 
Tour 2008 to Seattle, Mount Hood Vocal Jazz Festival. Our jazz music 
students perform every Thursday night at a local coffee house, 
Rembrandt’s, and song writing, guitar students and garage bands 
perform at Rembrandt’s on Tuesday nights.   

• Drama students do improvisations on other evenings in the same 
venue and also do productions for the general public. Classical music 
students have performed at homes in salon concerts and other 
venues.  

We are always seeking more places and means of applying our classroom work 
in real life situations. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 
Only courses with sufficient sign up will be offered. A minimum of  7  
students must enroll in the class in order for it to be offered. 
 
DROP/ADD POLICY 
 
A class in which a student enrolled must be dropped within seven days of the 
beginning of the semester, or the class will be listed on the transcript with an NC. 
There will be no entry on the transcript for a class dropped within the seven days. 
Adding a class is allowed only within the first seven days of the semester. 
 
ON-LINE CLASSES 
 
It is expected that students will take all core academic classes at ArtWest School. 
Exceptions may be made, with permission from the principal, for re-taking a 
required class that a student did not pass, either in a previous school or at 
ArtsWest. Exceptions may also be made for a class such as Health if it conflicts 
with another required class. Keep in mind that an on-line class will take place at 
the same time you are taking 5 other classes at ArtsWest, making it difficult to 
keep up with all of your required work. All arrangements for on-line classes must 
be made with the principal.  
 
HONORS DESIGNATIONS 
 
Students may earn Honors Designations on their transcripts for any course. 
Students contract with the individual teacher to complete a project that 
demonstrates outstanding skills and understanding. This project must be 
presented orally to enhance the learning of the whole class. In addition to the 
completion of the project and presentation, the student must have earned an A or 
B grade in the class to be awarded the Honors designation. Colleges and 
scholarship committees often look at the rigor of a student’s schedule when 
making decisions; the Honors, AP, and Concurrent enrollment designations all 
help to establish rigor in the evaluator’s mind. 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL REQUIREMENT 
Every student must take one health class in either the 7th or 8th grade and one 
P.E. class in both the 7th and 8th grade. Participation in a dance class fulfills the 
PE requirement. 
 
JUNIOR HEALTH (7th and 8th graders) 1 credit 60 minutes 
 
One of the most important classes you will ever take, this class talks about 
decisions all teens will eventually face. Through a series of hands-on projects 
and discussions, Junior Health explores everything from peer pressure to 
parents. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENT 
Every student must take one health class in high school, any year. 
 
SENIOR HEALTH (may be taken any year, grades 9-12) 1 credit  60 minutes 
 
A discussion and project oriented class designed to give teens the ability to make 
strong and healthy decisions. Although this class focuses on similar topics as 
Junior Health, it primarily centers on building emotionally and socially responsible 
citizens. A large component of the class focuses on resume building, portfolios, 
college applications, and job seeking skills.  This class is designed to help 
students know how to have a healthy and happy transition into the adult world. 
 
FITNESS FOR LIFE  (fulfills the middle school P.E. requirement) (high school 
students may also sign up for this class) 
1 credit 60 minutes 
 
At ArtsWest P.E. is not about running mindless circles around a track. As the 
name denotes, Fitness for Life is about learning to love exercise for the rest of 
your life. From ping pong to water polo this class is about the many different 
ways exercise can be fun. In this class we will remember what it was like to play. 
The sports or activities we participate in will be determined by the interests of the 
class. So join us for a rejuvenating house and let the games begin!  
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ArtsWest Mathematics 
 

Mathematics at ArtsWest is a journey into the world of patterns, 
symbolism, and application. Students will observe concrete situations and 
actively search for ways to explain what they perceive. Just like a foreign 
language, students will develop vocabulary to communicate with colleagues and 
discuss their ideas with each other. Like music, students will work with symbolic 
notation, which can quickly convey to the reader all necessary information. In 
fact, an emphasis is placed on learning mathematics in connection to all other 
subjects like music, art, history, science, language, and many more. 
 In the classroom, students will participate in class discussions, work in 
small groups, complete projects, and keep track of their own progress and 
learning throughout the year. Assignments will focus on the process of solving 
problems rather than simply the achieved answer. Students will reflect on their 
problem-solving steps through verbal and written presentations. To help students 
record their understanding and develop their mathematics portfolio students will 
often provide written explanations of concepts using their own words. 
 
*Recommended sequence for college prep mathematics is: Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus with Trigonometry, and Calculus 
Algebra 2 is the minimum recommended for college entrance. 
 
Foundations for Algebra Year 1 (Math 7) 
Grade: 6-8 
2 Credits  60 minutes (taught over two semesters) 
Prerequisite: "C" or better in previous math course or math instructor's approval. 
 
In Foundations for Algebra Year 1, students frequently use concrete materials 
during hands-on activities in small cooperative learning groups to develop 
concepts and skills with decimals, fractions, percents, positive and negative 
numbers, measurement, geometry, patterns and functions, statistics and 
probability, logic, and algebra. This course lays the foundation for all other math 
classes. 
 
Foundations for Algebra Year 2 (Math 8) 
Grade: 7-9  
2 Credits  90 minutes   
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Foundations for Algebra Year 1 (or equivalent 
course) 
 
Foundations for Algebra Year 2 continues to build upon the knowledge gained in 
Foundations for Algebra Year 1and prepares students to enter Algebra 1. 
Students create properties of algebra as they try to solve real-life situations using 
patterns, diagrams, tables, and graphs. A deep understanding of concepts 
develops through investigations, application problems, patterns, group work, and 
practice exercises. Topics include data interpretation, graphs, fractions, 
decimals, percents, solving equations, and basic geometry. 
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Algebra 1 Connections (Algebra 1) 
Grade: 8-10 
2 Credits  90 minutes 
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Foundations for Algebra Year 2 
 
In Algebra 1 Connections, students investigate new situations, discover 
relationships in patterns, and learn strategies to solve problems with a powerful 
set of mathematical tools called algebra. Students learn to collect, organize, and 
analyze data in small teams while solving real-life application problems and 
communicating mathematics to others. This course allows students to solve 
equations, find patterns, generalize rules, graph functions, and work with 
algebraic properties in multiple forms. Topics include multiple representations of 
functions (table, graph, equation, numerically, verbally), data collection and 
analysis, simplifying algebraic expressions, solving and graphing linear and 
quadratic equations, ratios and proportions, slope and rates of change, solving 
systems of equations, inequalities, exponents, and more. 
 
Geometry Connections (Geometry) 
Grade: 9-12 
2 Credits  90 minutes 
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Algebra 1 Connections 
 
Geometry is the study of measurement and shapes in the world around us. In 
this course, students investigate patterns and relationships found in one, two, 
and three-dimensional figures as well as develop tools for analyzing and 
measuring irregular shapes. Students learn to draw conclusions based on their 
own observations and then use logic combined with clear explanations to prove 
the validity of their ideas. Students also learn to make geometric constructions 
using a compass and straight edge. Topics include transformations, similarity, 
congruence, measurement of plane and three-dimensional figures, Pythagorean 
Theorem, trigonometric ratios and properties, geometric constructions, and more. 
 
Algebra 2 Connections (Algebra 2) 
Grades: 10-12 
2 Credits  90 minutes 
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Algebra 1 Connections and “C” or better in 
Geometry Connections 
 
This course explores the vast world of advanced algebra. Students investigate 
many different types of functions by working with multiple representations (tables, 
graphs, equations, and real-life applications) and then generalize their findings 
onto any number of new functions. Algebra 1 concepts are examined in more 
depth as new and more complex algebraic structures are introduced. Students 
utilize properties of graphs, sequences, exponential functions, logarithms, and 
matrices to solve problems found in context. An emphasis is placed on 
connecting knowledge from all aspects of the class to facilitate understanding 
and problem solving. Other topics include generalizing relationships 
algebraically, solving linear and quadratic equations, solving systems with two or 
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more variables, equivalent expressions, application to real world situations, ratios 
and proportions, conics, and more. 
 
Pre-Calculus with Trigonometry 
Grades: 10-12 
2 Credits  90 minutes 
Prerequisite: “B” or better in Algebra 2 Connections and “C” or better in 
Geometry Connections 
 
By exploring a few simple geometric properties of triangles, trigonometry creates 
an abundance of relationships between angles, side lengths, complex numbers, 
and the world of algebra in a way that extends heavily into real-life application. 
Students utilize combined previous mathematical skills from geometry and 
advanced algebra to understand and develop these connections. Concepts 
emerge through the analysis of diagrams, are generalized with algebraic 
expressions, and then exploited to solve problems. Students also begin the 
journey of exploring Calculus while considering the area under a curve, a tangent 
line to a curve, and limits. Topics include the trigonometric ratios and functions, 
graphs of trig functions, trig identities and equations, vector and parametric 
equations, polar coordinates, complex numbers, conics, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, sequences and series, and combinatorics and probability. 
 
AP Calculus BC 
Grades: 11-12 
2 Credits  60 minutes (both semesters) 
Prerequisite: “B” or better in Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus and with Instructor 
Approval 
 
Calculus is the study of change and considers what happens as quantities get 
infinitely small or infinitely large. Our journey begins with an intuitive introduction 
through the examination of classic graphical problems like the “tangent line 
problem” and the “area under the curve problem”. Students continue to develop 
calculus concepts through graphical and numerical data analysis and must apply 
their knowledge to real-world application problems. An emphasis is placed on the 
connection between graphical, numerical, analytical, and verbal representations 
of situations. Students receive Advanced Placement credit and may take the AP 
Exam for college credit. Topics include limits, continuity, properties and 
derivatives (of polynomial, inverse, logarithmic, and exponential functions), the 
indefinite and definite integrals, application of derivatives and integral, first order 
linear differential equations, sequences, series, convergence, and calculus with 
polar and parametric functions. Students completing this course are well 
prepared for the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus BC Exam. 
 
Computer Science 
Grades: 9-12 
2 Credits  90 minutes  (could be 60 minutes over 2 semesters depending on 
scheduling) 
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Prerequisites: Average computer skills and a “B” or better in Algebra 1 and with 
Instructor Approval 
 
Computers are integrated into all aspects of our world and will undoubtedly 
continue to do so. This course deepens students’ knowledge of how a computer 
operates as they learn how to create computer programs, or software. No prior 
programming skill is necessary-- students learn solid programming fundamentals 
that are applicable with all programming languages. Students will work with two 
of the main programming languages in the industry, Java and C++, in addition to 
the Internet languages XHTML and JavaScript. Other topics include data 
structures, data types, logic, algorithms, loops, documentation, implementation 
issues, objects and object oriented programming, functions or methods, creating 
GUI’s, and more. 
 
FUTURE COURSES OFFERED AT ARTSWEST…. 
 
Number Theory 
Grades: 10-12 
1 Credit  60 minutes 
Prerequisites: “B” or better in Algebra 2 and Geometry and with Instructor 
Approval 
 
What is mathematics all about? What complex secrets are contained in the 
seemingly simple numbers we use every day? Number Theory explores the 
mysteries of the infinite numbers that have fascinated scholars for thousands of 
years. 
 
Graph and Network Theory 
Grades: 10-12 
1 Credit  60 minutes 
Prerequisites: “C” or better in Algebra 2 and with Instructor Approval 
 
Graph and Network Theory introduces an instant application of mathematics into 
real world situations. Road ways, electrical circuits, relationships between 
people, sports tournaments, cell phone towers, computer networks, and much 
more can all be represented by diagrams and then analyzed and described 
mathematically using Graph and Network Theory. 
 
History of Mathematics 
Grades: 9-12 
1 Credit  60 minutes 
Prerequisites: “C” or better in Algebra 1 and with Instructor Approval 
 
Mathematics has not always looked the way it appears in today’s math 
classroom. Mathematics began the moment creatures counted objects, 
recognized patterns, recorded observations with symbols, and measured 
quantities. This course returns to the first signs of mathematics and follows its 
journey and evolution into its present day form. 
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ARTSWEST SCIENCE 
 
Grade 7-8 Requirements 
Every 7th & 8th grader is required 
 to complete one semester (60 minute class) of Science each year. Students may 
choose which one they will take in which year. 
 
Junior Environmental Science 
Grades 7 – 8 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
This class serves as an introductory course that explores connections between 
civilization and the natural resources upon which we depend. Along the way we 
will investigate ecosystems, energy, climate, population, and the air, water, and 
land that support us. Areas of focus will include scientific principles behind the life 
support systems of earth, connections to our daily lives, and solutions to real 
world concerns about the environment. 
 
Physical Science 
Grades7-8 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
In this course we’ll delve into the mysteries of matter and how it interacts in our 
physical world.  We’ll explore the nature of matter, forces, electricity and 
magnetism, sources of human energy, and the science behind our everyday 
technology.  Want to understand how a nuclear reactor works or how airplanes 
fly?  If so, this is the class for you. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
Current high school graduation requirements (for next year’s 11-12th graders) are 
4 credits in laboratory based science. It is highly recommended for college 
entrance that a student take no less than 6 credits of laboratory based science. 
Freshmen entering high school in the fall of 2008 and subsequent classes are 
required to complete 6 credits in laboratory based science. 
 
Recommended Sequence: 
Earth Science (9), Biology (10), (followed by 1-2 of these courses): 
Environmental Science (11+), Chemistry (11+), Physics (11+) 
 
*Students who took Earth Science in the 7th or 8th grade may not take Earth 
Science in high school. It would repeat most of the previous course. Those 
students may begin with Biology. 
  
Earth Science 
Grades 9-12  (recommended as your first high school science class if you have 
not taken it in middle school) 
2 credits  90 minutes 
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This course offers a bridge to understanding the structure of our planet and its 
place in the solar system and galaxy. Along the way we’ll examine rocks and 
minerals, processes  at work that change the shape of our planet such as 
volcanoes, earthquakes, glaciers, and plate tectonics, as well as our atmosphere 
and our changing climate. We’ll finish up by looking at our place in the solar 
system, orbiting the Milky Way galaxy, and that which is found beyond. 
 
Biology 
Grades 9-12; prerequisite: Algebra 1 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
The study of life itself brings us along path of amazing discovery.  This class is 
an exploration of the fundamental biological principles of cell and molecular 
biology, DNA and genetics, ecology, evolution, and the diversity of life.  Come 
loaded with questions and we’ll explore our own bodies and the lives of many of 
the organisms around us. 
 
Chemistry 
10th-12th grade; prerequisite: algebra 2 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
We will investigate in detail the nature of matter and how matter interacts to form 
the structures with which we are familiar.  Along the way we’ll learn about atomic 
structure, quantum mechanics, chemical reactions, and energetics of reactions.  
Come gain an understanding of everything from how bread rises to how fireworks 
function! 
 
Physics 
10-12th grade; prerequisite: algebra 2 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
How does a helicopter fly or a laser work?  What is the nature of light or nuclear 
energy?  This class is a broad survey of basic physics concepts and principles 
including motion, energy, electricity, magnetism, light, relativity, atoms, fission 
and fusion. We will relate our newfound understanding to technological and other 
social applications. 
 
 
Environmental Science 
10th – 12th grade; prerequisite: Biology 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
This course is an in-depth, project-based exploration of ecology and the ways in 
which we humans interact with the ecosystems that support us, both in Idaho and 
beyond.  We will learn about factors that regulate populations of wildlife such as 
salmon and bears, and how we manage natural phenomena.  We’ll investigate 
the origins and potential solutions for environmental problems facing us today, 
including energy use, climate change, pollution, and human overpopulation. 
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Concurrent Biology 
10-12th grade 
2 credits  90 minutes 
4 BSU units 
 
Concurrent enrollment biology is for those seeking a greater challenge than the 
standard biology class. It also offers college credit for Biology 100 at Boise State 
University. This class covers the same scope of subject matter as biology, 
including the structure and function of molecules and matter that comprise living 
things, cells and how they work, genetics and heredity, evolution, how the human 
body functions, the amazing diversity of living organisms, and ecosystems and 
how life is interconnected. This class will include a substantial laboratory 
component. Students must pay the BSU fee for concurrent enrollment classes.  
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ARTSWEST SOCIAL SCIENCES 
 
The mission of the social science department at ArtsWest is to cultivate citizens 
who have an exceptional ability to analyze, and if they wish, confront 
contemporary and past issues in the world through a deep understanding of 
history and culture, as well as social, political, and economic forces. 
 
Middle School Requirements 
All students in Grade 6 will take 1 year of Social Sciences in their Core class. 
The content is described below. 
All students in Grades 7 & 8 are required to take 2 credits each year in a Social 
Science class as described below. These courses must be passed before 
enrolling in high school Social Science classes.  

Grade 6: Cultural and Physical Geography of Asia 

All year integrated into CORE 

In this course students will be introduced to the basic concepts and terminology 
of geography. Students will also study the physical geography and cultures of 
East, Southeast and South Asia with emphasis placed on the pre-modern history 
of these areas as a means of understanding their cultures. Students will study 
cultural aspects such as: eastern religions, social structures and in depth 
investigations of important events, people and times of Asia.  

Grade 7: Physical and Cultural Geography of The Americas and Africa 

2 credits  90 minutes 

In this course students will continue to apply the skills, knowledge, and abilities of 
physical and cultural geography they mastered in the previous course. Students 
will also study the physical geography and cultures of North and South America 
and Africa with emphasis placed on the pre-modern history of these areas as a 
means of understanding their cultures. Students will study cultural aspects such 
as: religious and cultural practices, social structures and in depth investigations 
of important events, people and times of Africa and North and South America.  

Grade 8: Physical and Cultural Geography of Europe and the Middle East 

2 credits  90 minutes 

In this course students will continue to apply the skills, knowledge, and abilities of 
physical and cultural geography they mastered in the previous courses. Students 
will also study the physical geography and cultures of Europe and the Middle 
East with emphasis placed on the pre-modern history of these areas as a means 
to understanding their cultures. Students will study cultural aspects such as: 
western religions, ancient civilizations, cultural practices, social structures and in 
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depth investigations of important events, people and times of Europe and the 
Middle East.  

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
     
To graduate from ARTSWEST SCHOOL students must complete 7 credits in 
Social Studies: 2 credits in world history, one each in grades 9 & 10, 2 credits of 
United States History in grade 11, 2 credits in Government in grade 12 and 1 
credit in Economics, grade 11 or 12 
 
Grade 9: Modern World History   
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
Given that our world is becoming more interconnected, it is imperative that our 
students have a firm understanding of the broader world and the events that 
shaped it. To this end, students in this course will learn about the European 
Enlightenment through World War II. Students will understand why the modern 
world is considered “modern.” Students will trace the development of the 
industrial revolution, neo-imperialism, democratic ideals and major turning points 
such as the French Revolution and the two world wars. 
 
Grade 10: Modern World History and the Contemporary World 
 
1 credit   60 minutes 
 
The Modern World History and Contemporary World course aims at allowing 
students to see the relevance of history in the world today. The launching point 
for this coursed will be the Cold War. The scope of this course will allow students 
to devote ample time to create their own research projects. These projects will tie 
contemporary issues to their historical precursors. This will allow students the 
opportunity to understand the vital importance of history in their lives. 
 
 
 
Grade 11: United States History    
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
Students will study the United States from the founding of the first colonies to the 
present. Students will pay especial attention to the effects of major turning points 
in American history including: the revolutionary war, the Civil War, World War I 
and II, urbanization in the 1920s, the Cold War, Vietnam War, and advances in 
technology.  
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Grade 11 or 12: Economics   
 
1 credit   60 minutes   
 
Economics is about choice. Students in this course will understand how 
economic choices and principles affect their lives and the lives of people around 
the world. This course will give them the tools to be smart consumers, and 
evaluators of economic policies. Finally, students will be able to evaluate our 
economic system in light of other countries’ systems and against our own ideals. 
 
Grade 12: Government 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
Students in this course will learn the theoretical foundations of politics, as well as 
the framework and development of the American political system. Students will 
examine and evaluate the processes and institutions and public policies of the 
American political system. Students will also research the nature of public 
opinion and the implications of the nature of public opinion for American 
democracy. 
 
 
Concurrent Enrollment Courses: 
 
History 111: US History Pre-Columbian to the Civil War and History 112: 
Civil War to Present   
 
2 credits each semester, 2 semesters of 90 minutes 
6 BSU units 
 
Satisfactory completion of these courses meets ArtsWest eleventh grade US 
History requirements. Additionally, students will receive credit for 6 units of study 
at Boise State University in History 111 and 112. Students will receive a 
transcript from BSU which can be taken to any university and used to meet their 
general education requirements.  
 
These courses examine US history from pre-Columbian contact to the present. 
Students will be encouraged to participate in the great debates that have shaped 
America and to see their relevance to today. Additionally, students will gain an 
understanding of the ideals the US has promoted and sought to achieve in 
addition to those areas which the United States has fallen quite short of the mark. 
Critical thinking skills and historical understanding along with depth and breadth 
of knowledge will be emphasized in these courses.  
 
These exciting courses are NOT watered down college courses. Students will be 
expected to perform at the university level. However, for many students these 
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courses provide an opportunity for rich content, stimulating material and 
discussion, as well as satisfying college requirements in high school.  
 
 
Political Science 101   
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
3 BSU units 
 
Satisfactory completion of this course meets ArtsWest twelfth grade Government 
requirements. Additionally, students will receive credit for 3 units of study at 
Boise State University in Political Science 101. Students will receive a transcript 
from BSU which can be taken to any university and used to meet their general 
education requirements.  
 
This course is a rigorous college level course studying the theoretical foundations 
of politics. Foundational documents of the American founding, the national 
political and governmental institutions and processes of the United States. 
Students will examine: if real life politics achieve the ideals set out by the 
founding fathers, how competing ideals of freedom, order and equality play out in 
our politics and governmental institutions, why the role of self interest and 
collective political action are so important to understanding politics.  
 
This exciting course is NOT a watered down college course. Students will be 
expected to perform at the university level. However, for many students this 
course provides an opportunity for rich content, stimulating material and 
discussion, as well as satisfying college requirements in high school.  
 
Electives in Social Sciences: 
 
Special Topics in History and the Social Sciences   
 
This course is designed for students to explore topics in history and the social 
sciences they find of particular interest to them. Students will work either 
individually or in groups to research and discover information about specific 
areas of study. This course will be highly collaborative. Students and instructor 
will work together in order to design research models and create course projects. 
Though students may be working on independent problems in this course, they 
will be sharing their findings and research techniques with their fellow students. 
This course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: instructor approval. (1 
Credit) 
 
Introduction to Philosophy 
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
This class is open to 11th & 12th graders with instructor permission 
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This course will focus mainly on moral and political philosophy. Logic and 
reasoning will also be addressed. Students will study such problems and issues 
as: man vs. the state, law vs. right, virtue and fortune, the problem of justice, and 
the question of natural rights. This class will emphasize critical reading, writing, 
and thinking. Students will study classic texts such as Plato’s Apology and 
Republic, Sophocles’ Antigone,  Machiavelli’s Prince as well as contemporary 
readings which highlight or illustrate philosophical issues and problems. 
 
Psychology 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
Open to students grades 10-12 
 
Through studying the exciting and intellectually stimulating ideas of many great 
psychologists, you will refine and extend your abilities in understanding yourself 
and other. You will travel “inside” as a “psychonaut” to discover and reflect on 
your own behaviors. Then you will apply the key concepts in psychology to 
yourself and others and gain skills in interpersonal understanding. You will relect 
upon the ideas of the great psychologists, debate their ideas, and develop your 
own personal ‘truths’ integrating your new knowledge and understanding of 
human behavior. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
There is not a graduation requirement in world languages, but it is highly 
recommended every student take a minimum of 4 credits in a single world 
language for college admission. Many colleges recommend a minimum of 6 
credits. 
Spanish 1 taken in the 8th grade will count toward the world language 
requirement for college entrance.  
 
SPANISH 
 
To participate effectively in a global community, it is imperative that students 
have some experience with another language and culture.  On a worldwide level 
there are 21 countries that have Spanish as their first language. For contrast, 
only seven boast English as the main language spoken.  Meanwhile, Spanish is 
the second most common language spoken worldwide.  Here at ArtsWest we 
decided to begin our focus on Spanish as a second language because, as of the 
2000 US census, 31 million people in America speak Spanish in the home.  ]   
 
Spanish 1 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
We are breaking out of the traditional box!  Using a unique ‘formula’ created by a 
local teacher and author named Gail LeBow, students will learn functional real 
sentences within the first 8 weeks! Then we move on into vocabulary building 
using a variety of techniques including the integration of the arts, TPR [total 
physical response], games, and other dynamic interactions.  Come join us! 
 
Spanish 2 
 
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 or equivalent. 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
This will be a continuation of Spanish 1. We will spend the beginning portion of 
class reviewing material covered in our Spanish 1 curriculum. Students will 
participate in many activities similar to those listed in Spanish 1 such as TPR, 
games, arts integration, etc.  We will also spend more time reading the Spanish 
language, talking in Spanish, as well as creating our own videos and written 
materials.  There will also be opportunities to practice Spanish in the community 
at large. ¡Nos vemos! 
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Spanish 3 
 
Prerequisite: Spanish 2 or equivalent. If you have not had Spanish 2, instructor 
permission required. 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
This will be a continuation of Spanish 2. We will spend the beginning portion of 
the semester reviewing material covered in Spanish 2 curriculum.  There will be a 
definite focus on conversational level Spanish for all students in the classroom.  
We will engage in creative techniques to improve our written Spanish as well, 
including creating powerpoint presentations, scribing our own short books, 
creating a music video, and acting for video recordings of skits. Be ready to 
participate in a variety of activities to really excel in Spanish by the end of this 
course. 
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THE ARTS     

 
Dance Department 
 
 
Course Descriptions: 
 
INTRODUCTION TO DANCE      
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
This is a semester class offered to all students interested in learning basic dance 
movement and gaining body awareness.  The course will introduce students to 
movement, improvisation, rhythm and dance techniques in basic genres 
including ballet, jazz, tap, and hip-hop.  The curriculum will also include an 
introduction to basic terminology and dance history.  This course is ideal for 
actors, musicians and anyone wishing to gain basic dance skills and is available 
to grades 6-12.  Appropriate dance wear and dance shoes required.  This class 
fulfills the middle school PE requirement. 
 
INTERMEDIATE DANCE      
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
*Teacher approval required 
 
This is a semester class offered to students with prior dance experience and 
requires teacher approval.  This course will focus on furthering dance skills and 
technique and will prepare students for the Dance for Majors program, if desired.  
The course will focus on proper movement, improvisation, rhythm and dance 
techniques in genres including ballet, jazz, tap, and hip-hop.  The course will also 
introduce students to other genres such as lyrical, modern, ballroom, musical 
theatre, ethnic dance, etc.  The curriculum will include more advanced 
terminology and dance history.  This course is ideal for students wishing to 
enhance their dance skills, is preparatory to the Dance for Majors program and is 
available to grades 6-12.  Appropriate dance wear and dance shoes required. 
This class fulfills the middle school PE requirement. 
 
DANCE FOR MAJORS    
 
*By audition only  
2 credits  90 minutes 
  
The Dance for Majors program includes a curriculum that develops well-rounded 
dancers in all genres of dance and expands their knowledge in numerous areas 
of dance education.  The program will prepare dancers for admission into 
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premiere dance programs, conservatories or universities and will also prepare 
dancers for work in the theatre, television, entertainment, or teaching industries. 
 
Dance Training Units will be scheduled throughout the school year in several 
disciplines including Ballet Technique, Jazz, Lyrical, Modern, Musical Theatre, 
Tap, Hip-Hop and Street Dance, Leaps and Turns, Ballroom, and Ethnic Dance.  
The curriculum will focus on strengthening the dancer through such courses as 
Strength Training, Flexibility and Conditioning, Pilates, and Yoga.   
 
Dance Education Units will include Singing for Dancers, Improvisation & 
Movement (Mime), Terminology, Dance History, Choreography, Anatomy and 
Kinesiology, Dancer’s Nutrition, Injury Prevention, Caring for the Dancer’s Body, 
Dance Analysis and Critique, and Teaching Techniques. 
 
The Dance for Majors program is available to grades 7-12 and by audition only.  
Appropriate dance wear, dance shoes and dance-related supplies required.  This 
class fulfills the middle school PE requirement. 
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DRAMA 
 

 
Arts West Theatre Department: 

 
 
ACTING 101 
 
PREREQUISITE: None  
2 Credits  90 minutes 
 
This is the basic prerequisite for all Drama students.  The class will discuss the 
basic concepts of theatre with vocabulary and terminology.  It will introduce 
scene work and character building.  The class will focus on the extremes of both 
comedy and drama and learning to work as individuals, partners, and groups.  
We will a variety of both live and film models.  Each student will perform 
improvised and rehearsed performances with a final the last two weeks of class.  
It is suggested that every student take this class before any other theatre class at 
Arts West.  Every program is a bit different and this class will acclimate and open 
the doors of theatre to any student. 
 
ACTING 303 
 
PREREQUISITE: ACTING 101 (or teacher permission in unique circumstances) 
2 Credits   90 minutes 
 
This class will focus on additional concepts of theatre with more memorization 
and the ability to work in any theatre environment.  The class will concentrate 
heavier on the individual’s ability to take their talent to the next level of 
performance. The class will focus on work as individuals, partners, and groups, 
doing more scene work and character building as well as a variety of types of 
theatre from classic writers to modern.  This class will ask for more work outside 
of class and taking the activity more seriously, relying heavily on expanding the 
horizons and abilities of the student.  They will be performing an entire play within 
the semester outside of the annual school show. 
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ACTING 505 
 
PREREQUISITE: ACTING 101 and ACTING 303.  AUDITION AND OR 
INTERVIEW WITH THEATRE TEACHER IS REQUIRED. 
 
2 Credits  90 minutes 
 
This class will wrestle with the extreme concepts of theatre with scene choice 
and pushing the knowledge limits of the average student.  We will solidly define 
the roles and identity of the student as an actor and what their goals will be in the 
future.  The class will be faster paced.  Being involved in public theatre or a 
production will be required  as well, up to and preparing for auditions the college 
and any other theatre setting.  Large scale character work and method 
assimilation will be required.  The class will be performing an entire play within 
the semester outside of the annual school show. 
 
PERFORMANCE Production – FALL Production and IMPROV Team 
 
PREREQUISITE: Acting 101  Teacher permission required 
1 Credit  60 minutes, AFTER SCHOOL or 6th Period, 3:45-5:00, 1st Semester 
 
 
This class will take all students involved from the audition process of a play or 
musical to final production.  Students will assume all the roles necessary to 
produce the play, such as directing, technical work, marketing and rehearsal.  
This is a practical learning experience in theatre, including instruction and hands-
on experience with costumes, scene-work, props and much more.  Classes will 
be held after school on a regular basis up to performance dates near the end of 
November.  When not working on the production, the class will form into the 
school IMPROV Team and work on improvisation, ultimately  performing at 
Rembrandt’s and other public arenas it can open or apply to. 
 
 
PERFORMANCE Production – SPRING Production and Murder Mystery 
Ensemble 
 
PREREQUISITE: Acting 101, Teacher Permission Required 
1 Credit   60 minutes, AFTER SCHOOL or 6th Period, 3:45-5:00, 2nd Semester 
 
This class will take all students involved from the audition process of a play or 
musical to final production.  Students will assume all the roles necessary to 
produce the play, such as directing, technical work, marketing and rehearsal.  
This is a practical learning experience in theatre, including instruction and hands-
on experience with costumes, scene-work, props and much more.  Classes will 
be held after school on a regular basis up to performance dates near the 
beginning of May.  After the production the class will continue as the school 
Murder Mystery Team and perform 4  Murder Mysteries at the school and 
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possibly other public places.  These are catered and ticketed for the enjoyment of 
our friends and guests, a classic case of “Arts West Who Done It.”   
 
NOTE: Students who are cast in productions will also be able to earn 1 
credit for each separate show. 
 
 
PUPPETRY 101- PUPPET MAKING AND PUPPET SHOW PRODUCTIONS 
 
PREREQUISITE:  None 
2 Credits   90 minutes 
 
This class will focus on puppetry from understanding this form from its history to 
construction and hands-on building of original puppets.  From basic to complex, 
we will also work on the technical side of puppetry and technique as well as 
voices and personality of puppets.  We will do a variety of field work and current 
day applications as well as the more obscure forms.  An art background of sorts 
is not required but applicable. 
 
IMPROVISATION for DUMMIES 101: 
 
PREREQUISITE:  Acting 101  Teacher permission required. 
1 Credit   60 minutes 
 
This class will take improvisation by the horns and bring out each student’s ability 
to do so.  We will learn methods and techniques which will aid in the ability to 
perform well.  The techniques learned in improvisation will be applicable to all 
actors no matter what style of theater they pursue.  Each student will be a 
member of the AW Improvisation Team and attend regular performances. 
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MEDIA ARTS 
 
Video Technology  
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
This class introduces students to the various stages of movie creation. In this 
class students will be taught how to use Final Cut Express, Windows Movie 
Maker, PowerPoint, and Photo story. Students will work on a series of films 
taking each from preproduction to postproduction. In addition, students will be 
studying the artistic and historical implications of film. This class will pursue an 
understanding of film as an artistic and practical medium, and will be a required 
prerequisite for the Broadcast Journalism class.  (60 or 90 minutes) 
 
Broadcast Journalism 
 
1 credit  60 minutes  Prerequisite:  Video Technology 
 
The broadcast production class will provide students a unique opportunity to gain 
experience in the basic operations of radio and TV performance and production. 
Students will write, produce, and air news, sports, entertainment, and educational 
programs. Students will gain an extensive practical overview of the media 
industry and its impact on their community and our society. 
 
Screenwriting Class  
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
This class will focus on the elements of story and the ways in which story can be 
adapted to film. By studying various films and scripts students will gain a greater 
understanding of the transformative properties of film. Students will learn the 
proper formatting for screenplays and what the market is looking for. Over the 
duration of the semester students will write and workshop a 15 minute film. At the 
end of the semester select films will be nominated to be produced by the 
Advanced Filmmaking class. 
 
Advanced Filmmaking  
 
2 credits  90 minutes  This class is an audition only class.  
 
In this course students will take the nominated screenplays, written during first 
semester, and transform them into film.  By the end of the semester students will 
have created a film worthy of being entered into film festivals.  
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CREATIVE WRITING 
 
Middle School Creative Writing  (Grades 6-8) 
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
This class is designed to foster the creative soul. This is a great way to get 
introduced to the world of stories and imagination. Students will go on poem 
walks, write stories, participate in head-to-head haikus, and explore the world 
through creativity and words. At the end of the semester students will compile 
their work into their own creativity notebook.  
 
Creative Writing (Prerequisite could be a previous writing class. This is 
designed for Intermediate writers.):  
 
1 credit  90 minutes 
 
This class, while also designed to nurture the creative soul, will ask students to 
seriously read and study contemporary writers and poets. Students in this class 
will work on slam poetry, write stories, and brainstorm a novel. Throughout the 
semester students will be introduced to various forms of workshops.  At the end 
of the semester students will compile their work into chat books.  
 
Creative Writing Workshop  
 
2 credits  90 minutes  
Limited to writers who are majoring in creative writing.  
 
This class is a workshop based class. In it students will become a writing 
community where they will rely on one another to critique and guide work. Each 
student will be expected to produce a minimum of three stories.  Students will 
also be asked to read various short stories and incorporate advanced elements 
of technique into their own work. Offered with this class is a two day writing 
retreat. The retreat is a vital component to building a writing community and will 
be an important aspect to the class. In addition to the retreat, all students who 
enter this class will be expected to submit one piece of work for publication.  
 
Senior Writing Fellowship:  
 
2 credits; work is done independently. Spring (During teacher’s prep period) 
 
 Granted to a select number of seniors whose work is submitted for 
consideration. This class is a one on one class where seniors are given full 
freedom to pursue work. The expectation is that students will be given the time to 
fully immerse themselves in writing. Once a week students will meet for personal 
conferencing and guidance. This class captures the freedom and isolation of 
what it means to be a writer. Only students with the utmost discipline and 
motivation will be considered for these coveted writing fellowships. 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
Vocal Music 
 
 Advanced Vocal Performance (Jazz Studies) 
 
 2 credits  90 minutes 
Student enrollment in this class is based on audition and teacher approval, and a 
student must have had a performance class previous to enrolling in this course. 
 
The Advanced Vocal performance "Jazz Studies" emphasis will be for students 
who have previously excelled in vocal performance.  This class is part 
independent study/practice, and part group master class.  Students in this class 
will specifically spend time dealing with advanced jazz repertoire and 
improvisation concepts, similar to those an instrumentalist would use.  **ALL 
performances classes include a 15 minute ear training and music history 
component at the start of each hour.    
 
Intermediate Vocal Performance   
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
Beginning Vocal performance is for younger students with less singing or 
performing experience, or students who desire to supplement their overall 
music/arts education with an education in singing.  This class is part independent 
study/practice, and part group master class.  Students learn basic to intermediate 
vocal technique, and focus on learning repertoire.  Students who excel in this 
course will be given opportunities to perform in class, and at our weekly jazz 
nights.  They may also be allowed to move forward into one of the advanced 
vocal performance classes. **ALL performances classes include a 15 minute ear 
training and music history component at the start of each hour.    
 
 
Advanced Vocal Performance (Classical & Theatre)  
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
Advanced Vocal performance "Classical & Theatre" is for students who have 
moved through beginning vocal performance, and desire to move into more 
advanced vocal concepts, and more intense repertoire study.  The primary focus 
of students in this course will be the study of repertoire in “Classical Music” or 
“Theatre.”  This class is part independent study/practice, and part group master 
class.  Students who excel in this course will be given opportunities to perform in 
class, and at various public performances. **ALL performances classes include a 
15 minute ear training and music history component at the start of each hour.    
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Chamber Choir   
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
Chamber Choir is a 30 voice auditioned ensemble that focuses on the study and 
performance of choral music ranging from Renaissance to Jazz.  The students 
will perform approximately 10 times a year, and are required to participate in a 
fall and spring choir tour. 
 
Introduction to Vocal Music  
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
Intro to vocal music is for very young vocalists (6th-8th Grade) with little to no 
musical experience.  This class is designed for beginners who desire to progress 
into further vocal study, or for students who want to know something about the 
vocal instrument.  This will be a group class, and students will learn basic vocal 
technique, sight singing, ear training, and theory, as well as some basic 
repertoire study. 
 
Beginning Vocal Jazz Ensemble   
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
Beginning Vocal Jazz Ensemble will be an approximately 14 voice ensemble for 
younger students or less experienced singers who desire an opportunity to study 
vocal jazz concepts. Students can use this as a jumping off point to future 
participation in the Chamber Choir and Advanced Vocal Jazz Ensemble. 
(Participation in Chamber Choir is strongly recommended.) 
 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble   
 
1 credit  80 minutes 
    
Vocal Jazz ensemble is a 13 voice, completely auditioned ensemble which 
spends substantial time studying all elements of vocal jazz including: vocal 
improvisation, solo vocal techniques, intense repertoire study and ensemble 
work.  Jazz choir has numerous performances throughout the year, and students 
are required to travel to several jazz festivals and competitions. Participation in 
Chamber Choir is required. This class meets after school during ‘6th’ period. 
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Jazz Instrumental 
 
Audition Requirements for Admission into the Jazz Performance Program: 
Candidates must perform and improvise over the changes to one jazz standard 
of their choice from memory. They may bring their own accompanist, use a play 
along CD, or ArtsWest can provide an accompanist. Candidates will be 
interviewed by a member of the Jazz Studies faculty. Each candidate should 
submit one letter of recommendation from a private teacher, professional 
musician or mentor. Letters of recommendation should address the student’s 
commitment to music, teachability, and personal discipline. To schedule an 
audition or ask further questions, call ArtsWest at 938-5410 and ask to speak 
with Justin. You may also send an email to Justin.nielsen@artswestschool.org. 
 
Jazz Performance Class 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
*May be repeated for credit 
 
This is essentially a 90 minute class of supervised practice time. Instructors will 
help students set practice goals and follow up on their progress. Students will 
perform for each other on a bi-weekly basis and will also be given multiple 
chances to perform at ArtsWest’s weekly “Jazz Night” at Rembrandt’s Coffee 
House in Eagle. In this intensive, focused practice setting, students will learn how 
much more they can accomplish when they practice efficiently. **ALL 
performances classes include a 15 minute ear training and music history 
component at the start of each hour.    
 
Jazz Combo 
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
*May be repeated for credit 
 
Students will be divided into small jazz combos. Students will learn music 
together and be expected to perform regularly at the ArtsWest jazz night at 
Rembrandt’s. combo students will also be expected to participate in the Lionel 
Hampton and Gene Harris Jazz Festivals. No previous jazz experience 
necessary. Students will be placed in combos by skill level.  
 
General Music Courses 
 
Materials of Music I and II 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
This course is a hands on, fun approach to learning music theory and ear 
training. The purpose of this course is to prepare students for their college ear 
training and theory classes. I is a prerequisite for II. 
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Audition Process for Admission into the Composition Program 
 
Candidates must submit once score and recording of a composition of their 
choice. [Recordings do not need to be professional quality and can even be midi 
files.] Each candidate must submit one letter of recommendation from a private 
music teacher, professional musician , or mentor. Letter of recommendation 
should address the student’s commitment to music, teachability, and personal 
discipline. To schedule an interview or ask questions, please call ArtsWest at 
938-5410 and ask to speak with Justin. You may also send an email to 
Justin.nielsen@artswestschool.org. 
 
Composition Lab  
 
2 credits   90 minutes 
Prerequisite: Admission to the Composition Program (see above) 
*May be repeated for credit 
 
Students in this class will be given time to work on their music compositions. 
Students will be able to choose the genre and style of their choice and will work 
independently for most of the period. Time will also be devoted to score study, 
listening to and discussing music of the great composers, and studying 
theoretical and orchestration  texts. They will receive suggestions for 
improvement from their instructor and discuss their music with other members of 
the class. Students may also enroll for independent study for this class.   
 
 
Modern Instrumental 
 
Modern/Contemporary Performance 
 
2 Credits  90 minutes 
Open only to grades 9-12 
Permission of instructor required. 
 
This performance class is specifically designed for singer/songwriers, rock 
instrumentalists, and students interested in other modern music forms. This is 
intense, supervised practice time, and will also include performances within the 
class, for the student body, and in public settings. **ALL performances classes 
include a 15 minute ear training and music history component at the start of each 
hour.    
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Garage Band 
 
1 Credit   60 minutes 
*Must be able to play instrument (except vocalists) 
 
Students will be divided into bands and learn to play popular and rock music 
together. Students will be expected to perform at least once per semester for the 
school and will also participate in the ArtsWest “Battle of the Bands” at the end of 
the semester. 
 
Beginning Guitar 
 
1 credit   60 minutes 
 
This is a group guitar class for students who have little or no prior experience 
playing the guitar.  The student needs to provide a guitar. 
 
Advanced Guitar 
 
2 credits   90 minutes 
* By teacher permission or audition only 
 
This group class is designed for serious guitar students who have taken and 
excelled in Beginning Guitar and for other students proficient in guitar playing 
and theory. Students will be expected to practice daily outside of school and 
have a firm commitment to their instrument. Performances will be made 
available, and students will be required to participate.  
 
Songwriting 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
This class is designed for students interested in the craft of songwriting. No 
experience in songwriting is necessarily required, but students should be 
comfortable on an instrument such as piano or guitar and be willing to sing in 
front of their peers. Students will learn the structure and components of songs 
and the qualities that make great songs. Performances will be made available, 
and students will be required to participate. 
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Classical Music Course Offerings 
 
Classical Performance  
 
1 or 2 credits depending on class length. 
Prerequisite:  1. Private lessons  2. Permission of teacher or audition 
  
This class is essentially a 90 minute class of supervised practice time. Instructor 
will help students set practice goals and follow up on their progress. Students will 
also perform for each other weekly. Regular master classes give students the 
opportunity to perform frequently with expert guidance. **ALL performances 
classes include a 15 minute ear training and music history component at the start 
of each hour.    
 
Chamber Orchestra/Small Ensembles 
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
Prerequisite:  Permission of teacher or audition 
 
This class is for instrumentalists only. You will be participating in a small 
orchestra and/or small chamber ensembles. Students will placed by the instructor 
in appropriate small groups determined by instrumentation and repertoire. 
Students will do numerous public performances and festivals.  
(Pianists who wish to participate in an ensemble should sign up for a 60 minute 
performance class the same period. You will work with the piano teacher on 
learning and perfecting the piano score and join the ensemble/orchestra for 
rehearsals. ) 
 
Beginning Piano:   
 
1 credit  60 minutes, may be repeated  
 
This comprehensive course covers the basics of piano from day one and include 
an emphasis in reading music.  For vocalists who do not already play the piano, 
this class is very valuable for learning how to read music and to accompany 
oneself during practice sessions. Students progress very quickly through the first 
five levels of piano lessons.  
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VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT 
 
The ArtsWest Visual Arts Perspective 
 
Group 1 
The following classes evolve year by year from intro level to a more 
comprehensive exposure of the visual arts.  This arts curriculum is 
multidisciplinary and is applicable to students who are pursuant of an arts 
emphasis major in visual arts. Art majors will be expected to present yearly 
portfolios for review, participate in solo and collective art exhibits, community arts 
activities, arts service learning opportunities (teaching or mentoring younger art 
students and seniors) and finally, compete for an individual arts award. 
 
Introduction to Visual Art I  
 
1 credit 60 min. 
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12 or special recommendation from arts 
instructors 
 
The Introduction to Visual Art class is designed to easily accommodate 
both art majors and non majors, who wish to explore art classes that 
require an arts prerequisite. This one semester class is for students enrolling in 
an art class for the first time.  Generally laboratory in nature, students will explore 
and experience the fundamentals of drawing using various wet and dry media 
and study the role of drawing in art history. Visual Art I is a prerequisite for many 
more advanced and intensive art classes.  Class fee: $20 plus required supplies. 
 
Intermediate Visual Arts 
  
2 credits 90 min.  
Prerequisite: Intro. to Visual Art 1 
 
Students will explore and develop perceptual, conceptual, and organizational 
skills in more advanced art forms.  This course is divided into the following areas 
of concentration: composition, 
study of values in mono and polychrome, painting with acrylics (abstract and 
realistic), mixed media and collage, reflections on art history, critical and 
analytical study of artworks.  Studio fee: $20 plus required supplies and 
materials.  
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Advanced Visual Art 1 
 
2 credits 90 min. 
Prerequisite: Grade C or better in Intermediate Visual Art I or Beginning 
Drawing & Painting 1o1 
 
Students will continue to develop the elements and principles of design as they 
relate to artworks.  This class has special emphasis in acrylic and mixed media.  
Students will express themselves through the themes of observation, expressive 
painting, figure, landscape/cityscape, and portrait.  Artworks will be inspired by 
the historical observation of American Realists, Fauvism/Expressionism, 
Surrealism, and Post-Modernism.  Students will analyze and critique artworks, as 
well as aesthetic issues, and pursue an understanding of historical influences on 
the evolution of painting.  Studio fee: $20 plus recommended supply list. 
 
Studio Art II & III  
2 credits 90 min. 
Prerequisite:  Grade B or better in Advanced Visual Art 1  
This is a continuing study of more advanced methods and techniques in painting, 
drawing, mixed media and (or) sculpture.  This course is definitely not for the 
faint of heart, but rather students who will challenge their own limitations to 
unlock more of their creative potential.  Students will experiment with a variety of 
materials and methods that will stretch their knowledge of drawing, values and 
perspective; color theory, and application, composition, art history, appreciation, 
criticism, and creative problem solving.  This studio class is “essential” in the 
development of the students own “voice” or style.  After completing this studio 
class, which resembles an independent study or an AP Art class, students will be 
responsible for displaying a “solo exhibit” in the Treasure Valley towards the end 
of the school year.  Studio fee: $35 plus supplies and materials.  
 
Group 11       
The following list of visual art classes are structured for either non art 
majors and art majors who wish to explore a personal creative bent or a 
more intensive approach to a specific art discipline, or technique.   
The philosophy behind these class offerings is that art majors will broaden 
their range and will also satisfy the non majors’ desire to explore the 
wonderland of art media, techniques and styles. 
 
Exploring Painting 1o2 
   
2 credits 90 min. 
Prerequisite: Grade C or better in Intro. to Visual Art l or Beginning 
                       Drawing & Painting 
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This is an intermediate course in drawing and two dimensional art.  Students will 
explore a range of media, (pastels, paints, inks, collage and mixed media), 
through the vehicles of still life, landscape, portraiture, abstract design, and 



fantasy.  Students that progress in this class will work in greater depth with media 
and references of their own choice.  The students will be guided to achieve a 
higher level of technical skill and craftsmanship to assist them to reach their 
goals.  Studio fee: $25 plus required supply list. 
 
Watercolor 1o1  
 
1 credit 60 min. 
Prerequisite:  Grade C or better in Intro. to Visual Art, Beginning Drawing 
and Painting, or Basic Design 
 
This course is designed to improve and enrich student understanding and ability 
to use watercolors.  Emphasis is on the fundamentals, mechanics and control 
used with this medium, including the reasons why watercolors behave differently 
than other painting media.  Students will be able to create their own works using 
the elements and principles of design, new artistic techniques, and aesthetics.  
This course develops student abilities to work with watercolors, from the simple 
to more advanced procedures.  Studio fee: $20  plus required class supplies. 
 
Introduction to Sculpture  
 
1 credit 60 min.  
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12 or special recommendation 
 
The emphasis of this course is on three-dimensional forms.  Students will be 
exposed to 
various styles of past and contemporary leaders in sculpture.  An understanding 
of the variety of media, including: wire, plaster, papier mache, wood and metal.  
Advanced students may have the opportunity to work in stone and casting 
techniques.  Both realistic and abstract work will be explored. Studio fee: $35 
plus the additional required tools and supplies. 
 
Oil Painting 1o1 
  
2 credits 90 min. 
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12  (2) credits/90 min. 
   
This course is designed for those students interested in learning to express their 
creative ideas in oil painting.  Knowledge and control of the medium, concern for 
composition and color, and exposure to the possible approaches with the 
medium will be emphasized.  Work of the past as well as contemporary painters 
will be referenced.  Group instruction is coupled with individualized student 
procedures and work sessions throughout the units in the class. Studio fee: $45 
–will cover supplies including 4 tubes of paint, 2 paint brushes, and additional 
supplies.  
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Basic Design 
   
1 credit 60 min. 
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12 or special recommendation 
 
Students will explore the rudimentary elements and principles of design through 
various projects using various media and techniques.  In order to create two and 
three-dimensional art, it requires an understanding of form and function. Students 
will study the importance and influence of design in nature, architecture, fashion, 
industrial and graphic design.  Studio fee: $20 plus materials and supplies 
required for the class. 
 
Graphic Design 1o1 
   
1 credit 60 min. 
Prerequisite: Grade C or better in Art Fundamentals, Basic Design 1o1 or 
Intro. Visual Art I-This is an upper division class grades 9-12 or special 
permission from arts instructor. 
 
In this introduction class students will explore visual communication as it applies 
to a career as a graphic designer, or an art director.  Students will create original 
posters, magazine editorials, book covers, illustration, and corporate identity as it 
relates to logo and stationary applications. Students will develop their perceptive 
and conceptual skills, essential for successful graphic communications.  
Computer knowledge is a necessity for this class specifically Adobe Photoshop 
and Adobe Illustrator software programs. Students will analyze and critique 
artworks, discuss aesthetic issues, and understand the evolution of letter-forms 
and origins of graphic design in the history of art.  Studio fee: $35 plus 
recommended class supplies.  
 
Graphic Design Io2 
  
2 credits 90 min. 
Prerequisite: Grade C or better in Graphic Design 1 is recommended. 
 
In this class students will develop more advanced technical skill in the use of 
traditional media, mixed media, and Adobe Photoshop, Adobe illustrator and In-
Design software  programs.  They will create original designs targeted for a mass 
audience, as well as niche markets.  Graphic communications through the 
synthesis of metaphors, instructional or info-illustration, advertising campaigns, 
point-of-sale display, environmental and 3-D package design.  Critiques and 
aesthetic discussions as they relate to graphic works will be included in creative 
briefs.  Studio fee: $35 plus recommended supplies.  
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Printmaking 1o1 
  
1 credit 60 min.  
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12 or special recommendation 
 
In this class the emphasis is on relief printing as it relates to limited edition 
linoleum, and styro-latex sheets.  Printmaking is one of the oldest art methods 
and students enrolled in this class will have fun making multiple prints from one 
master plate.  They will explore the ancients and the contemporaries of this 
marvelous craft and make editions of greeting cards and mixed media artworks. 
Studio fee: $25 plus recommended class supplies.  
 
Beginning Drawing and Painting 
   
1 credit 60 min. 
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12 
 
This class is designed to introduce art-making to students who don’t think they 
can do it.  Half of the semester is dedicated to rudimentary principles around 
shape, line, form, composition and space relationships using drawing media. A 
variety of wet and dry media such as graphite, charcoal (willow and 
compressed), marker, colored pencil, oil pastel.  The second half of the unit will 
explore painting.  The medium used in this intro class is exclusively acrylic. 
Studio fee: $20 plus recommended class supplies.      
 
Mixed Media  
 
1 credit 60 min.  
Prerequisite: Grades 9-12 or special recommendation 
 
This class will explore a variety of media applications to various types of 
references.  Elements and principles of design will be applied to artworks. 
Students who have not been exposed to mixed media will find there are few 
limitations and endless possibilities.  Both abstract and realistic artworks will be 
created in this intro class. Students that have taken this class previously could 
take it again at an intermediate level; assignments will be tailored to fit the more 
advanced students. Studio fee: $20 plus recommended supply list.   
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Group 111 
 
This class is tailored for middle school students who have not yet declared their 
major emphasis, but have an interest in making art of all kinds.   
 
Beginning Art Methods 
 
1 credit 60 min. 
 
Art for grades 6, 7, 8: for students who want to experience the process of 
creating visual artworks.  Learn how to draw, paint, and sculpt with charcoal, 
graphite, watercolor, acrylic, and polymer clay.  Students will be exposed to 
diverse styles and movements of art from collage to abstract expressionism.  
Don’t be shy. No artistic ability is required, but any artist is welcome and you’re 
guaranteed to have a good time.  
Class fee: $20 plus required supplies and materials. 
 
Group IV 
This category of classes is for students who don’t have a clue about the visual art 
side of life. But you do have fun doing art and would like to try it out. The classes 
have no prerequisite except grade level. Complete descriptions are listed under 
Group 11.   
There might be a few more skilled students added into the mix of these classes, 
but beginners will have a certain level of projects and the more skilled another 
level.  Now how fair is that?  Sign up you’ll see!        
 
a. Introduction to Visual Art  
b. Beginning Drawing and painting 
b. Printmaking  
c. Intro. to Sculpture 
d. Basic Design 
di.  Digital Photography 1 -Intro to Photography 
dii.  Publications 
 
Group V 
This category of classes is for students who have a desire to explore the ever 
increasing world of art in a digital era. Learn to use the software and technologies 
used by artists and designers in a manner that stresses the artistic and design 
aspects of these technologies. There are no prerequisites excepting the 
sequencing digital photography classes. Whether you are an artist who wants to 
learn to use these technologies or a novice, who wants to explore a new artistic 
medium, these classes will offer you useful skills. 
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Digital Photography 1 -Intro to Photography – 
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
 
A picture is worth a thousand… Can you finish this phrase? Take digital 
photography and learn to make your pictures say the right words. Increase your 
composition and design skills so that your photographs communicate what you 
want them to say. Class will focus on learning the software and design principles 
to effectively edit and create great photographs. 
 
 
Digital Photography 2 -Intermediate 1  
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
Prerequisite:  Digital Photography 1 
 
There is a difference when you see the same thing with a camera in your hand or 
without one. What you see is a result of what you are looking for. Enhance your 
photographic and design skills in Photo 2. Focus on conception, creativity, and 
communication. Build your own style and develop into the artist you want to be. 
  
Digital Photography 3 -Intermediate 2  
 
2 credits  90 minutes 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography 3 
  
An artist is only as good as their tools. Learn how to get your camera to do what 
your creative mind desires by discovering how to adjust your cameras many 
settings to achieve the photo you want. Class will focus on pre-visualization, 
photo planning, and series design. Lots of field trips and photo expeditions. 
 
Digital Photography 4 -Advanced Photo Independent Study  
 
-1 or 2 credits  Fit it into your schedule where it works. 
Teacher Permission required 
 
Create your own curriculum to suit your photographic ambitions. Hone your skills 
and style by learning about other photographers and emulating their styles. May 
be taken as a second semester photography class following 1st semester Photo 
1, 2, or 3. Class may repeated for additional credits multiple times. 
 
Publications Class -Yearbook  
 
1 or 2 credits  1 credit, 60 minutes 1st Semester; 2 credits, 90 minutes, 2nd 
Semester 
 
A book is a work of art that someone chooses to open and engage. Make your 
yearbook a work of art that people look at for years rather than months. Learn the 
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tools and techniques of today’s publication world. A great class for those with an 
interest in photography, writing, and graphic arts. It is recommended that you 
have some experience with writing and digital art. Students will gain exposure to 
Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. 
 
Digital Art and Design – 
 
1 Credit  60 minutes 
  
It’s an all digital world. Discover how to create works of art using the digital tools 
of the 21st century of Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. Learn how to integrate 
photographic elements with digital drawings, paintings, type, and other digital 
elements to communicate your artistic ambitions. No prerequisites are required 
and all technology will be provided at school. 
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CULINARY ARTS 
 
Cooking 101 
 
1 credit  60 minutes 
 
In this class students will be introduced to the basics of cooking and baking. 
Students will learn to prepare and cook healthy balanced meals as well as 
explore the basics of cake decorating. Students will also get a small taste of the 
restaurant and hospitality industry in their own student run café. An activity fee 
will be required for this class.  
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